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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
(1876)  



Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
(1884) 



From the ‘London Times’ of 1904 
(1898)  

“The improved ‘limitless-distance’ telephone was 
presently introduced, and the daily doings of the 
globe made visible to everybody, and audibly 
discussible too, by witnesses separated by any 
number of leagues. […] The connection was 
made with the international telephone-station, 
and day by day, and night by night, he called up 
one corner of the globe after another, and 
looked upon its life, and studied its strange 
sights, and spoke with its people, and realised 
that by the grace of this marvelous instrument 
he was almost as free as the birds of the air 
[…].”  



The First Writing Machines (1905) 

“I have claimed that I was the first person 
in the world that ever had a telephone in his 
house for practical purposes; I will now 
claim – until dispossessed – that I was the 
first person in the world to apply the type-
machine to literature. […] That early 
machine was full of caprices, full of defects 
– devilish ones. It had as many immoralities 
as the machine of to-day has virtues.” 



Life on the Mississippi (1883) 



Roughing It (1872) 



Pudd’nhead Wilson (1894) 



Magazine advertisement from 1905  



“Employ a simple and 
straightforward style.” (1895)  

 

On read rage 
http://david-crystal.blogspot.co.uk/2008/11/on-
read-rage.html 
 



“[…] use plain, simple language, 
short words, and brief 

sentences.” (1880) 
 

“Assemble the saw blade (C) to the saw arbor making sure the teeth 
of the blade point down at the front of the table, as shown in Fig. 12, 
and assemble the f lange (D) and arbor nut (E) (turn 
counterclockwise) to the saw arbor and tighten arbor nut (E) as far as 
possible by hand, being sure that the saw blade is against the inner 
blade flange.” 
 
*This sentence is taken from page 11 of the instruction manual for 
the Delta 10” Table Saw (Model 36-600).  

 
Twain in fact advises that a writer “accustoms 

himself to writing short sentences as a 
rule“ (1890).  

 
 

 
 



“Eschew surplusage.” (1895) 
 

“[…] style – good style – [has] no 
barnacles on it in the way of 

unnecessary, retarding 
words.” (1892)  

 
•  A new bank account is in the process of being set up for you. → A new 

bank account is being set up for you. 
•  The refund that was received from the shop was received on 13 

January. → The refund from the shop was received on 13 January. 

 



“Use the right word, not its second 
cousin.” (1895) 

 
Be particularly careful about using a thesaurus as they provide a list of 
approximate, related words. 
  
classified → secret → mysterious → unidentified → unclassified 
perfect → pure → unvarnished → unfinished → rough → imperfect 

 
Twain advises that a writer should: 
“Say what he is proposing to say, not merely come 

near to it” (1895).  







“Use good grammar.” (1895) 
 

Budinski claims that “Most readers of technical 
documents are interested in the technical content of 
a document, and they may be tolerant of less-than-
perfect grammar.” (2001)  
 
 
 
 
Budinski, K. (2001). Engineers’ Guide to Technical Writing. 
Novelty: ASM International. 
 



“[…} you need not expect to get your 
book right the first time. Go to work 
and revamp or rewrite it.” (1878) 

In contrast with Twain, twenty-first century 
writers about science and technology have 
access to a wide range of revising and editing 
software to assist them.  



 
I have a spelling checker, 

It came with my PC. 
It plainly marks four my revue 

Mistakes I cannot sea. 
I’ve run this poem threw it, 

I’m shore your pleased too no, 
Its perfect inn it’s weigh, 

My checker tolled me sew. 



To summarise Twain’s advice in his 
own words… 

“That i s the 
way to write 
English – it is 
t h e m o d e r n 
way, and the 
best way. Stick 
to it.” (1880) 
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Any questions… 


